Running Head: JARGON                                                                                                              1

JARGON                                                                                                                                         2



[bookmark: _GoBack]







Jargons
Author’s Name
Institutional Affiliation
Instructor
Date





Jargon is the specialized terminology specific to a particular profession. In my opinion, jargon is reduced for anatomy and physiology. Jargon undoubtedly has relevance to people within the same job as it helps them identify with each other while making communication much more effortless. However, for people who are unfamiliar with these words, jargon eventually isolates them from others. For example, terms like polje, nappe, vuggy, and psammite are easily understandable to cave scientists such as anthropologists, zoologists, geologists, and ecologists. Still, for the rest who have not studied this field, the terms might as well be ancient Greek. A team of researchers analyzed jargon in a set of many scientific manuscripts, and they found that other researchers rarely cite papers containing higher proportions of jargon in their titles and abstracts. They concluded that this was because research papers with too much-specialized terminology affect science communication with the public and scientists.
The use of jargon can help and equally hurt communication. Hillary Shulman, a communication scientist, states that vocabulary can serve a purpose in communication. He argues that as our ideas become more refined, so do our concepts. Thus, jargon acts as a timesaver as it conveys meaning precisely, especially among people working in the same field. Other researchers found that abstract terminology tended to garner more grant funding than abstracts with less complex words.
On the other hand, jargon can cause separations as it alienates people from different fields and even reminds some well-educated researchers that they aren't 'in the know.' Two scientists Alejandro and Martinez, recently investigated and found that jargons affect manuscripts' likelihood of being cited in other scientific articles. Since citations are often viewed as a metric of academic success, slang negatively affects a paper as fewer citations mean that a piece is not read and remembered. This is overall bad news for science communication. 
When writing scientific manuscripts, it is essential to remember that clear communication should always be a goal in science, and hence scientists should provide a precise balance on jargons. They should ask themselves if what they are describing will be well understood by someone who is not in the same field.
